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FTER. our repeated applications to the Earl of Sandwich, 
and the mediation of friends, have failed of ſucceſs, nothing 


1s s left but to complain to the public at large. It is barely doing 
Juſtice to ourſelves, and paying the debt of gratitude to our friends, 
to ſay that we have never been unworthy of their protection. We 


have been moſt wantonly oppredied, and are now undone, without 


the ſmalleſt offence on our part. At the awful moment of 
public calamity, the misfortunes of a ſingle devoted family, 
may perhaps not be noticed ; but the exiſtence of that family is 
ſo dreadfully precarious, that they muſt run all hazards to be 
heard. If the cauſe of the oppreſſed ever merited the attention of 
men who have it in their power to check the oppreſſors, it muſt be 
when friendleſs foreigners, truſting ſolely to the promiſed rewards 


of their afliduous labour, are cruelly deceived, arbitrarily deprived | 


of their due, and robbed of the means of miniſtring to the wants 
of ſeveral helpleſs individuals who depend on them for ſupport. 
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4 3 N We may yet be heard ; —— this is our laſt hope; but we are 
1 a GE prepared for the worſt, even for the laſt diſappointment. If we 
1 8 N muſt be utterly neglected, may theſe pages ſerve to warn others, 
1 3 1255 unfortunate like ourſelves, neither to imitate us in credulity, nor | 
. by giving a powerful enemy opportunities to exerciſe his talents, to | 
bring on themſelves a wretched and unmerited fate. 
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MY LORD, 


Puma me to repreſent to your Lordſhip, the unhappy conſequences 

of which my father's voyage round the world hath been productive 
to himſelf, notwithſtanding his irreproachable conduct. 
once more to your Lordſhip, who have already been often troubled with it, 
| fince your momentous occupations may Poſſibly have hitherto prev ented your 


viewing it in a proper light; and as we have been injured, ſeemingly 


without fear of the world's wan ſo I now publicly relate our e 
and hope for redreſs. 


I ſhall make no apologies for defending my father $ i. I am deeply 


intereſted | in it; I have been involved in his misfortune. He hath made 


many unſucceſsful applications to your Lordſhip, and received your 
injunctions to trouble you no longer with complaints. An unhappy father 
of a family driven to extremity, might not be ſo nice in the expreſſions of 
reſpect as your lordihip could Juſtly r ; ; it is fit therefore that 1 take 
up the pen. 

. My father came into this country twelve years ago, and was well received by 
many eminent men of learning, who valued his knowledge and favoured him 
with their friendſhip. Among other branches of ſcience, he had particularly 


ſtudied N atural Hiſtory ; ; he was employed to teach and to w rite in that 


* — — — alto, 


L ſtate this matter 


branch; and bis endearours joined to t the moſt indefatigable aſſiduity gavc 
general ſatisfaction. The death of Dr. Gowin Knight in Spring 1772, 
made a vacancy in the Britiſh Muſeum, which was to be filled by one of 
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cu) 
the ſurviving officers. By that. means an inferior place would have been 
vacated, which there is every reaſon to believe was deſtined for my father. 
He was alſo at that time engaged | in an extenſive plan of literary publications 


which if not very lucrative, were at leaſt ſufficient to ſupport him. 


Such were our proſpects, when we were appointed as naturaliſts,. to 


accompany Capt. Cook on his ſecond voyage in the room of two much 


abler men, whoſe deſire to undergo perils and hardſhips at their own 
expence, was unhappily fruſtrated. The loſs to ſcience may eaſily be com- 


puted, when the conſpicuous talents of thoſe gentlemen are conſidered. 


The Honourable Mr. Daines Barrington firſt propoſed it to my father to ; 
embark with Capt. Cook. My father ſaw the advantage which would 
accrue to natural. hiſtory if ſome perſons. {killed in. that ſcience were ſent to 


cultivate it in a part of the world. not yet ſcrutinized ;,* he conſidered that 


a portion of his own. life might thus perhaps become of more general uſe ; 
and. he was promiſed emoluments and advantages. which would be the 


fureſt means of providing for his family: He. cloſed: with. the propoſal and 
gave up all other proſpects. 


The Honourable Daines Barrington. was che only perſon i red by | 


your. Lordſhip | in engaging my father and me to undertake. that voyage. + 


I know not whether i it was accidental or otherwiſe, that our conditions. 
were. not committed to. paper, but ſettled. entirely between. Mr. Barrington 
and my father, without any witneſſes being preſent. Let the facts ſpeak 
tor themſelves. Your Lordſhip knows, and L now. inform. the public, 

that 


© 5 


* Though «| he fir naturaliſts of the preſent age, bad given up the e of 888 a 


a ſecond voyage, it was better that another perſon ſhould attemp? to make up the lots, at leaſe. | 
iu ort. than that nothing ſhould be done for the moſt} important of all ſciences... 


5 See. e No, i. 


3 

that my father and I, entirely relied upon the Honourable Mr, Barrington 
with regard to this tranſaction, and that no writings of any kind whatſoever 
were drawn up or figned on cither fide by way of agreement, contract 
or obligation, Neither had we the honour of ſeeing your Lordſhip before 
all was ſettled. 

It muſt be owned that the plan and the conditions upon which we agreed 
to embark on this (to us) unfortunate voyage, were both apparently liberal 


and generous. We had ſtipulated 4. 4000 for the expences during the 
voyage, beſides the emolument of publiſhing the hiſtory of its occurences, 


together with a yearly proviſion after our return. Government demanded 


nothing on our part. The benefit which ſhould accrue to ſcience, | and the 
additions to human knowledge in general, were (often/ibly) their ultimate 
objects; and they repoſed the moſt unlimited and honourable confidence 
in our aſſiduity and judgment to collect, compare, and arrange new 
materials. All that was deſired of us was to make our diſcoveries publicly 
known as ſoon as poſſible after our return. I ſhall take the liberty, 


my Lord, of enlarging further on the particulars of our appointment, as 
theſe fair conditions have not been kept on your part. 


The ſum of J. 4000 which Parliament had granted towards the 


expences of the voyage, and which was particularly intended as the ſalary 


of a perſon Killed in ſcience, was propoſed to be given to my father and 


myſelf. My father, without exactly knowing how many palms were already 
itching for a ſhare of that ſum, was however ſufficiently apprized, that 


our preparations would amount to a prodigious expence, and that the 
overplus after the voyage would be very trifling. Therefore, having con- 


fidered that he was going to reſign all preſent proſpects of a proviſion, and 


5 to drop the literary publications, in which, he had undertaken to work for 


ſeveral years to come, —he concluded, that it was his indiſpenſible duty 


to ſtipulate an e proviſion for himfelf and his family, leſt his voyage 
B 2 oo: 2%, wee 
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6 
ſhould only prove the groundwork of his ruin. To this end, he propoſed 
two conditions, without which he could not think of ſailing with Capt. 
Cook, * and had the precaution to deſire they might be granted him in 
- writing under your Lordſhips fi ignature. 
The firſt condition was as follows : © That my father r Bis return 
4e ſhould be employed to write the biftory of the voyage, and enjoy all the profits 
«© of the publication, together with ſuch advantages as the admiralty beard 
« might think proper io annex thereunto,” in the ſame manner as (the late) 
Dr. Hawkefworth was at that time favoured by the board, whilſt he was 
drawing up an account of the former voyages. 
The Honourable Mr. Barrington gave the following en anſwer, 
to this article; « that it was one of the chief purpoſes for which my 
« father was ſent out, that he as a man of letters and an eye witneſs, 
< ſhould afterwards deſcribe the voyage. That Captain Cook had pleaded 


« his inability to write an account of his circumnavigation in the Endeavour, 


and had entirely given up all thoughts of becoming an author. That 
6 in conſequence of his refuſal, and that of the gentlemen who failed with 
« him, Dr. Hawkeſworth had been engaged, not by choice, but of 3 
ceſſity, to compile an account from their journals. Finally, that an ap- 
plication to the Admiralty board, to ratify the propoſed condition, was 
5 wholly ſuperfluous, fince it would only be requeſting the Lords Com- 

miſſioners to do, what they actually intended by the very act of ſending 
« gut my father; that aecordingly he might reſt aſſured, he would be em- 

ployed to write the hiſtory of the voyage, and enjoy the emoluments an- 
nexed to that occupation.” _ . 
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* en eben rien my father propoſed, was © | that 4 ſuitable 


granted bim al his return, txwards the ſupport -— — - 


* See Appendix, No, 2. 
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* of his large family.” To this Mr. Barrington replied, © there was not the 
leaſt doubt but we would be provided for,” adding enough to convince 5 | | 
my father, that it would be ſuperfluous, and perhaps indelicate, to apply | 3 
for a promiſe, of what could not eſcape him. Mr. Barrington ſaid, © he 8 N | 

„ was ſure he would behave to the ſatisfaction of our employers; and that | | e he | 
e whenever a perſon employed in the ſervice of the Britiſh Government had 1 
& done his duty, it was an invariable rule, never departed from, to provide | 
& for him either by a penſion or place of emolument.” . N | 

Alfter theſe anſwers from Mr. Barrington, your Lordſhip's ſole agent and . 
plenipotentiary in this tranſaction, my father and I might juſtly ſet our minds 
at eaſe, and look upon the conditions we had propoſed, as entirely agreed 
to. I believe it would not be doing juſtice to Mr. Barrington's character, 
to ſay, that he meant to avall himſelf of the quibble into which his words 
may be conſtrued. We did not deal with a pettifogging Attorney, but 
with the Honourable Mr. Daines Barrington, who was eſteemed a man of 
| honour, an incorrupt judge, and a real friend. Therefore we took his 
word for every thing he promiſed. We relied upon it for the payment of 
L. 4000, and why ſhould we not for the fulfillment of the two remain- 
ing conditions? A cunning barriſter might ſay, that verbal - promiſes do 
not hold good in law; but is it the fear of the la, that binds a man of = 
honour to his word? Men of principle will be honeſt, though there were \ 
no ſuch thing as the gallows. The Honourable Mr. Barrington being; ©: 1 
our profeſſed friend, your Lordſhip will allow, that for us to have acted | (7 
with more of what the world calls prudence, in this caſe would have been | 


ungenerous diſtruſt. 


Before N to complain, that our conditions Rave not yet been 


fitflted on khe part of - your” Lordſhip, T it may not be improper to examine 0 


how far we have been benefited by the ſum of money we receiv ed, and what 5 on 


xeaſons we had to aſk for further reward or preferment. 
I „ 


f 3 
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In the firſt place, my Lord, we did not receive the whole, ſum of 
14 4000. The fees of the clerks in the treaſury and of the tellers of the 
exchequer, amounted to no leſs than 200 pounds. Our equipment which 
was made in ten days time and wholly at our own expence, coſt us 
L. 1200. Inſtruments, books, colours, paper for drawing, writing and 
kerbals, together with clothes for three years ſuitable to various climates, 
were to be provided at a moments warning, and on that account the greater 
part coſt us nearly the double of their uſual price. Books are very dear, 
but a naturaliſt without them, is like an artiſt without tools; our botanical 
travelling library, (which was much damaged on the voyage) was very 
imperfect, and yet was paid with J. 300. Our expence in the ſhip, * 
that of boarding: with Capt. Cook, the unavoidable diſburſements in ports 
belonging to European powers, ſuch as Madeira, the Cape of Good Hope, 
St. Helena, and Fayal, and the wages of a fingle ſervant, altogether amounted 
to J. 750. Our commons in particular proved a heavy article to us, 
ſince we contributed at firſt two thirds, and afterwards three fourths towards 
the expence of the Captain's table, though in the firſt caſe we paid for two 
perſons, and the Captain for three, and in the latter, both parties paid for 
three perſons. ＋4 Before we left London Mr. Barrington had indeed ad- 
viſed us to put up for peace's ſake with e of this nature, (which he 
288 | en 


The dailor who waſhes, ſweeps, cleans „carries for you, &c. muſt be paid. 

JI would not be miſunderſtood. Captain Cosk and two officers, whom he daily invited, 
were three perſons. Dr. Sparrman, my father and myſelf, were three others. He paid 

one Keen for his _ and we my three Hortls for ours. py right, he ſhould have | borne 


our | Though Rem by the 2 5 oF Kaf- defence it is with the utmoſt FER WH * 
touch upon the failing of a man whom I reſpect as a navigator of diſtinguiſhed ability. But 
perhaps what I have here ſaid, is no diſparagement in your Lerdſliip's eyes; it is ſaid you 
never looked upon the adoration of Aſammon as a crime. 


— SEE 


„ 
predicted) though they ſhould happen to be unreaſonable. I beg your 


Lordſhip's pardon for mentioning this trifling circumſtance ; but it has been 


miſtakenly ſuppoſed, that our table coſt us nothing. A ſum of J. 750 


was neceſſary to maintain during three years my mother and ſix children 
moſt of them grown. up-; and to place one of them in a merchant's 


accompting-houſe. At Mr. Barrington's deſire we uſed every poſſible 


means to collect in the South Seas, and purchaſed at the Cape of Good 


Hope a number of live animals, which we had: the honour to preſent to 


Her Majeſty immediately after our return. This expence together with 
the price of a large collection of dried ſkins of animals which we bought at 


the Cape, and gave to the public, by ſending them to the Britiſh Muſeum, 
amounted to more than C. 250. At our return, our dwelling-houſe 
was. broken into and robbed of effects to the amount of L. 150. 

Adding to theſe ſeveral. diſburſements, the ſalary we gave to our aſſiſtant 


whom we engaged at the Cape, and other articles of leſs import, what res 
mained. in. our hands at the end of the voyage fell ſhort of C. 500 


Out of this ſmall ſum however, we did not heſitate to employ a painter to 


copy my ſketches.of animals and plants, and finiſh- them with the utmoſt 


eare, in order to their being laid before His Majeſty. This too was done 
by Mr. Barrington's advice. When about thirty of theſe drawings were in: 
readineſs, ſufficient to ſerve as a ſpecimen, His Majeſty refuſed: to ſee them, 
(your Lordſhip beſt knows from what motive) inſtead of ordering us to 
have all the reſt done in the ſame manner. They ſtill remain upon our 
hands, after putting us to the expence of a hundred. guineas. We likewiſe 
publiſhed a botanical work (dedicated. by permiſſion to his Majeſty) three 
months, after our return. We were reimburſed. as to the expence of the 


impreſſion, but loſers if we reckon the toll which this work has coſt u As. 


But it may perhaps be imagined, that the time which we paſſed on board, 


glided away inſenſibly, amidſt a | continual 3 of pleaſing cvents, too 
valuable 


I, 


—— = ————_—__ Ts „ 


© „ 


Maſter had excellent roomy eabins on the ſame deck, ſupported by each 


* This will bh e whey Ihave ſud, . mip w was _ over POND as to be ir in 


the learned can reap but the ſmalleſt advantage from our having been on the voyage, it muſt 


<8) 

valuable to be purchaſed with any money. — man will be able to 
determine from the peruſal of Capt. Cook's as well as my own Narrative = 
the Voyage, whether it deſerves to be looked upon as a party of pleaſure; 
Whether the peculiar ſituation of my father and myſelf was ſuperlatively 
happy, may be queſtioned from the following ſhort remarks. 

In order to fit the ſhip for ſea ſhe was cut down at Sheerneſs, * and the 
rene intended for the Captain's reception, was thrown off. 
This fo much leflened the room in the ſhip, that we, as the laſt comers, 


found only two ſmall cabins, one on each fide, nearly abreaſt of the main 


maſt, and unconnected with any other cabins. They had been patched up 


in a hurry, and ſanding where the ſhip ſupports. the greateſt ſtrain, were 
open to the winds and waves, which forced into them through every cranny. 


The Captain was ſo ſenſible of their uncomfortable condition, that he offered 
of his own accord to enlarge my father's cabin and make it contiguous to 
that of the maſter. The Captain, firſt Lieutenant, Aſtronomer, and 


other, and not tory to pieces by a continual ſtrain. They had large ſcuttles, 
n IE I ſufſicient N whilſt we could en ſee a 


51 elt. ue I Sic ry glimmering 


che moſt imminent danger of overſetting, as ſhe Gropped down from Deptford to Sheerneſs. 
I could clearly deduce from this very circumſtance, your Lordſhip? p's real motive for ſending 


us as naturaliſts with Capt. Cook; but I will not go ſo far out of my way at preſent, for if 


2 3 to them n OTE Ro: in the cauſe of- TE: or revenge and 
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vou had 5 aftuared on \ that lk. 1 5 the Ik of 5 you would have ſent at 
leaſt one man of letters with Capt. Cook, when he fouled: on his third great voyage in 
3 ey, 1/1 6. 
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E 
glimmering through a ſmall hole overſhaded by the chain plates. Morning 
and evening every day, on waſhing the decks, our cabins were filled with 
water over the ancles, and by this means, or when it rained, or as often as 
a wave ſtruck over the ſhip, our beds were thoroughly drenched ; and this 
hardſhip was wholly confined to ourſelves, all the other cabins being water. 


tight and warm. By living in theſe wretched hovels, my father was tortured | 


with rheumatic pains, which frequently confined him to his cold damp 
bed, and once laid him up during two whole months, whilſt we cruiſed to 
the Southward among the ice in December, 1773, and January, 1774. 
was likewiſe plagued with frequent illneſs and ſcorbutic complaints. 


It was our misfortune that we had never ſeen the ſhip before ſhe came 


into Plymouth Sound, and that your Lordſhip was failed from thence 


before her arrival, that is, before you could realiſe the kind aſſurances 


which you gave us on board the Auguſta Yacht, © that every poſſible 


« accommodation ſhould be given us.“ We no ſooner reminded Capt. Cook 


of his promiſe to enlarge one of our cabins, than the maſter oppoſed it, 
by maintaining that the empty ſpace which the Captain intended for us, 
| belonged to him. He had always been averſe to include that ſpace in his 
\ own cabin, but his wiſhes were ſufficiently gratified, when he prevailed fo 
far that we did not obtain the benefit of it. The want of a ſtore room 


. appropriated to our own uſe was productive of many diſagreeable conſe- 


quences; and we had the mortification to ſee a great part of our collection 


of natural curioſities in ſpirits entirely ſpoiled, not having had it in our 


power to change the ſpirits as often as it was requiſite, To theſe circum- 


ſtances, my Lord, | let me add that my father, by a violent fall on the 


mountains of O-Tahcitee, where he went to botanize, received a dangerous 
£3 


Uh £5 3 At _ 


rupture, ich forces him to wear a bandage, is very painful at times 


and renders him unfit for any laborious exerciſe. 


2 ; | en 
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Suck were the peculiar diſcomforts which fell to our ſhare during the 


_ Let us weigh them with the ſmall fum which remained in our. 
| hands at our return, atid. methinks three years of hardfhips and morti- 


fications, are a hard bargain for ſuch a price. Beſides this, injured in his 


health, advanced i in years, entirely thrown out of his former connections, 


my father had che world to begin again, at a period when it is generally 
time to withdraw to tranquility; A tranquility which- he juſtly thought he. 


had ſecured to: himſelf by what 15 en Mr. Barrington and him, 
when he made his terms. 


There are however, no hopes ſo well grounded, no good fortune ſo 


ſpecious, which malice and envy cannot deſtroy. This. never ie 
more elearly than in our preſent caſe. We reccived* L. 4000, of which: 


nine tenths were enjoyed by others. We received a promiſe of being 


| ſupported for lite, which has never been fulfilled. The emoluments of an; 


excluſtve Publication of the voyage were ſecured to us,, if your agent's. 
honour may be called ſecurity; but they have been moſt unjuſtly with-held 
to this moment, and we have been robbed of our due, ſtep by ſtep. At firſt | 


my father was to divide the profits. with Capt. Cook, and to compoſe one 
fingle account from his own and the Captain's Journals. Then, each was 


to draw up his own according to a written agreement. In both caſes my 


father made ſpecimens, which. were rejected without rhyme or reaſon. 
He was then directed to write ſomething that ſhould be no connected narra- | 


tive. He complied, but when his manuſcript was ready, he was: toid, 


your Lordſhip had no concern with him. You had the power, my Lord, | 


to be unjuſt, and you exerciſed it moſt arbitrarily, changing your con- 


laſt from the profits which you had ſecured to us. by writing, without 


aſſigning ſo much as one word by way of motive. The only ſpring of your 
actions was this; malice dictated, and you obeyed, 


ditions ab often 48 you found we complied with them, and cutting us off at 


It 


Ch 5 


It was. unfortunate for us, that we were not preſent, when your Lordſhip 
came on board the ſhip (Reſolution) ſoon after her arrival in the river 
Thames, You were accompanied by a lady, who having ſeen our live 
birds, which we had deſtined for the Queen, manifeſted an unbounded af. 


fection towards the pretty creatures, and a violent longing to be made miſ- 


treſs of them. The keeper had no orders to part with them, and therefore 
the lady after repeatedly fignifying to him that ſhe wiſhed to have them, went 


away highly diffatisfied. When we heard of this circumſtance, it was too 
late to apply a remedy. Our birds had already been announced, and we had 


obtained Her Majeſty's moſt gracious permiſſion to bring them to Kew, 

I muſt entreat your Lordſhip, not to think too hardly of me for recalling 
to your mind what may be a very inſignificant circumſtance. My reaſon for 
mentioning it, upon ſo ſer ious an occaſion as the preſent, 1s briefly this, Your 


conduct towards us, has been ſo uniformly unjuſt, that I have in vain put 
my invention to the rack, to diſcover a flaw in my father's behaviour, which 
could have given your proceedings the fainteſt colouring of juſtice, Unwil- - 


ling, however, to believe, that a man of your Lordſhip's judgment acted 


without any motive whatſoever, I turned over in my mind a variety of cir- 


cumſtances, which at laſt gave me the option to conclude, either that your 
motive was the moſt wanton, and moſt ſanguinary diſpoſition for cruelty, a 
diſpoſition too diabolical to be ſuppoſed .to exiſt in a human breaſt; or, that 


our misfortunes owed their origin to the influence of the lady juſt mentioned, 


z as ſhe might perhaps have found a great pleaſure in revenging herſelf upon thoſe 


who were very innocently the cauſe of her diſappointment. This faid, my 


Lord, I ſhall no longer ſtop to conſider the impulſes, which led you to unjuſt 


aten. ud; ee to ay facts TIES, which need no ſurmiſes to 
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1 have werke ard, that Captain Cook, at his return fn his firſt : 
voyage, declined to write an account of it, and laid afide all thoughts of 
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ever Becoming an author. My father had thetefore' been ſent out on the 
© fecond voyage by the board of Admiralty, purpoſely to write the hiſtory of its 
events. Mr. Barrington had in expreſs terms declared this to be the inten- 
tion of the board, previous to our departure, and by that means prevented 


my father's intended application to your Lordſhip and the board, praying 


the grant of this appointment by writing. After our return; my Lord, you 


have arbitrarily annulled this condition, you have not even ſuffered my father 


to. ſhare the emoluments of the publication with Te Cook, and an have 
- wholly excluded him from all profits whatever. | 


Dr. Hawkeſworth's s publication which had been ſent to meet Capt. Cook at | 
the Cape, with the news of the prodigious profits of the compiler, inſpired 
him with the deſire of becoming an author.” 'Immediately upon our arrival 


in town, it appeared that he had made intereſt with your Lordſhip, to 


obtain a ſhare in the emoluments of the hiſtory of the voyage. The firſt 


ſtep being ever the moſt difficult, they had rightly conjectured, chat after 
ſecuring a ſhare, they could eaſily trick my father out of the whole. | 


Your Lordſhip's firſt plan allotted two fifths of the profits to Capt. cook, 


as much to my father, and one fifth to the painter from whoſe drawings the 
plates for the work were to be engraved. | The whole profits were my father's 


by right; but from a deſire of peace he acquieſced too readily in the treaty of 
partition; and the facility with whieh he ſuffered himſelf to be deprived * his 


- due, no-doubt encouraged- his antagoniſts to continue their game. 


Captain Cook proceeded from two fifths to obtain one half; he found | 


means to prevail upon your Lordſhip, to exclude the painter, who was pro- 
vided for by a penſion, and to ſhare the future profits equally between him- 
2 . {elf and my father. At a. meeting in your Lordſhip! . praſence;; it was agreed; 
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that my father ſhould write the hiſtory of the voyage, and have the uſe = 
Captain Cook's journals for that purpoſe. Your Lordſhip: defired. to ſee a 
a ſpecimen of the work as en as it could be provided. N father received 


ſeveral. 
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n 
feveral ſheets of Captain Cook's manuſcript, and within a few weeks drew 


up a ſpecimen, * in which he had melted into one connected narrative 
the oceurrences and obſervations which he found in the Captain's and his. 


own journals. This ſpecimen which he can ſhew to ſuch as may wiſk 
to ſee it, might probably have been approved by the public, had. it been 
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adopted. Vour Lordſhip ſaid you had peruſed it; and then rejected it 
without deigning to give one ſingle reaſon for ſo doing. Vour conduct in 


this inſtance muſt appear unaccountable w ĩ CETY 


Though it was now clear that your Lordſhip did not conſult the advantage 


tal public, my father ſtill was paſſive, not caring how the accounts 


were drawn up, provided he was at liberty to ſhew- by his writings, that he 
had not been ſent out in vain. After ſome previous deliberations in your 


Lordſhip's preſence on the 1gth of April, 1776, a new plan was ſettled, 


according to which, the work, to be publiſhed under the auſpices of the 


Admiralty board, was to be divided into two parts; the nautical one by 
Captain Cook; the philoſophical one by my father. An agreement ſpecifying 


this diviſion at large was drawn up, and triplicates properly ſigned and wir- 


neſſed, were delivered to Mr. Stephens, Capt. Cook, and my father. 
col the ſame written agreement + ſigned. by Captain Cook and my- father: 
and witneſſed by your Lordſhip and Mr. Stephens, it was ſpecified, at your 
command, chat the profits of the work ſhould. be divided in equal ſhares, 
between Captain Cook and my father, and that a number of plates ſhould 


be engraved at the expence of the Admiralty- board, which ſhould likewiſe 
become their joint property. A great number of drawings were forthwith 


put into the hands of the moſt eminent engravers, under the direction of 
the 
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+ 1. was an account of our tranſactions during the time we boy at Duſky Bay i in New. 


Zeeland. See Capt. Cook's Yong. vol, i, P. 694: 
+ See Appending No.. 3. 
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the painter who had gone on the voyage; and my father was meet to 


ſuperintend the drawing and engraving of ſeveral other plates, repreſenting 
the weapons and utenſils of the different nations, together with a few objects 


— of natural hiſtory. Theſe plates like the others, * been vn with | 


Capt. Cook's account of the voyage. : 
After figning an agreement in form, authenticated by your Lordſhip” s 


own ſignature, one might have ſuppoſed that the profits therein allotted to 
my father, were for ever fecured to him. But ſuch was not the intention 


of his enemies, | Accordingly, when my father preſented: a ſecond ſpecimen 

to your Lordſhip, conformable to the new plan ſettled on the 13th'of April, 
1776, you told him n Hoemarabla Mr. wig ee, his 
manuſcript. | 


My father now — An 1 bad * hooks the 3 of a ee 


contriyanee, and traced the artful game Rep. by ſtep, as I have related it. 


Reſolving however to know what your Lordſhip meant by ſending his 
manuſcript to- be correfted, he waited on the Honourable Mr. Barrington. 
That gentleman had already received his cue. He ſhewed my father the 
alterations he propoſed to make in his manuſcript, by means of which that 
account of the voyage would have had no more connection than a beok 
of aphoriſms; and muſt have conveyed the moſt contemptible idea of its 


author. In order to make the effect of ſuch mutilations more obvious te 


the readers of this letter, let them take an hiſtorical book, and ſerateh out 


at random wherever chance directs the pen, as many paragraphs as they 


chooſe, till the refidue wilt not admit of any ſenſe whatever. This was 


| exactly the caſe of my father's manuſcript when oorrected by Mr. Barrington. 


Wbere i is the man of ſuch finiſhed impudence, who will conſent freely 


to be repreſented to the world as in a ſtate of inſanity? And yet 
This was the only light in wrd an author could appear, who ſhould: have 
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ventured to publiſh ſuch a manuſcript as my father's, after it had been 


caſtrated by Mr. Barrington. 


% 


My father could not ſubmit to the indignity of having his manuſcript 


corrected in a manner which totally deprived it of common ſenſe; and 


therefore complained of the injuſtice which was done him.—Another 


battery was immediately opened upon him. © The agreement, the agrees 
< ment,” was thundered in his ear. The ſame man who had ſolemnly 
aſſured him that he ſhould be employed to write the hiſtory of the voyage, 
now declared it did not ſtand in the agreement, that his part of the work 
ſhould be drawn up in form of a connected narrative. The matter indeed 
was ſo artfully expreſſed, that the word narrative had been eluded. In 


vain my father obſerved; that your Lordſhip had underſtood the matter 


differently on the day when the agreement was drawn up,. becauſe you. had 
then declared that his obſervations ſhould. be committed to paper in the 


order of time as they occurred, and in ſuch a connection as a narrative 


required, provided only no nautical matters were touched upon. 
My father could not prevail on the Hon. Mr. Barrington to relinquiſh 


his unjuſt, pretenſions to mutilate the manuſcript, he profeſſing to act ſolely 


by your Lordſhip's direction, and appearing reſolved to convince you of 


his unconditional and implicit obedience to your mandates. On this 
occaſion my father appealed repeatedly to your Lordſhip and to Mr. 3 
but without any kind of ſucceſs. You ſtill referred to Mr. Barrington, 


and 


* This was our Friend, it may be ſaid. But who is ſo ignorant now a days, not to know 


the meaning of that word, in the modern court uh maee BE ? Friendſhip is. the ſmile of 


. 


© "approbation beſtowed upon us us, for kneeling | to the Idol of a authority. . Attempt but o draw the 


neck from under its foot, and you are diſcarded for ever. Beſides this, a great man always 


requires, that his friend ſhould'even on philoſophical en and in matters of opinion, 
| implicitly 


e 
and left all things to that gentleman's judgment, threatening in exprels 
words to deprive my father of all the emoluments which were promiſed him in 
the agreement, if he did not ſubmit his manuſcript to the preſcribed cor- 
rection. My father once more repreſented to Mr. Barrington, the injuſtice of 
this proceeding, and ſtated to him in a very explicit letter the conditions 
upon which he had engaged to go on the voyage, and to which Mr. Bar- 
rington now acted in diametrical oppoſition, by your Lordſhip s command. 
| Waving that point however for the preſent, he begged he might be 
allowed to draw up his narrative to the beft of his abilities, or that if 
it muſt be mutilated, he might obtain a ſmall ſum, in conſideration of which 
he would give up his journals into the hands of any compiler who ſhould 
be appointed by your Lordſhip to undertake. the Job. He only withed 
for quiet, and would have purchaſed that almoſt at any rate, except by 
the ignominy which muſt have followed, had he publiſhed in his own 
nume, the frittered remnants of his manuſcript. Mr. Barrington did not 
think fit to deny that the conditions he had formerly agreed to, and the 
preſent proceedings did not harmonize ; but adopted the more forcible 
argument, in which power has ever the advantage of the defenceleſs, 
namely the repetition of your Lordſhip" s threats to deprive my father of his 
ſhare of the profits: My father not ſubmitting ſo readily as was expected, 
Your Le ventured to abuſe the car oF his Myjeſty with falſe and in- 
a Jurious 


implicitly adopt his fancies. Hiuc ille lachryne. If the patron maintains that ſalt- water 


cannot freeze, and ay friend 1 to truſt his own eyes and believe the contrary ; or if 


8 


the great man dreams of a Southern continent, and his client has the audacity t to divulge, th 
he has failed over the ſpot where i it ſhould have been found ; woe to the poor guondam Sn; 
not the ſea, but his patron's heart will be inſtantly converted i into ice, and from thence forward 
to find one fingle ſentiment of philanthropy or even common juſtice in the frozen maſs, will be 
as utterly impoſſible as to meet with lands where it has pleaſed heaven to placę an ocean. 


= ching that the moſt unreaſonable taſk-maſter could exact, was to ſay, 6. be 
00 « ſhall have nothing of what I have promiſed, becauſe I am a great man, and 
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jurious aſperſions againſt him. You muſt indeed have cruelly miſrepreſented 
this matter to the ſovereign, if there was any truth in the paragraph of 
one of Mr. Barrington s letters, which mentions that you had “ His 
cc Majeſty” 8 command to expedite the publication of Capt. Cook's narra- 
ce tive only, unleſs my father ſubmitted to ſuch alterations and corrections 
* as Mr. Barrington might think proper.” In conſequence of this, 
Mr. Stephens demanded the plates to be delivered up to him, which had 
been engraved under my fathers inſpection, N intimating chat AO 
more were to be engraved. 


It now occured to my father, that by giving up the point of writing A 


narrative, he might at leaſt be allowed to caſt his obſervations in a ſyſtematic 


mould, and divide them into different heads, according to the variety of 
natural objects to which they related. But it was diametrically contrary to 
the plan you had hitherto purſued, that ſuch a reaſonable propoſal ſhould 


ſucceed ; it was determined nothing ſhould be accented from him but the 


ſcraps of his remarks which Mr. Barrington might leave. In fact, when 


my father ſometime afterwards acquainted your Lordſhip, that he had 
| nearly finiſhed this work upon a new plan, you wrote to him that you would 


hear nothing from him on the ſubject of che publication of the voyage, 


5 that he had no further ndern with it, and no > claim to the emoluments : 


annexed to it. 
Thus did your Lordſhip at laſt arbitrarily deprive my father of his 
property, when you could or would no longer try his patience, by propoſing 


new conditions upon which he was to earn, what had originally been 
granted unconditionally, You had changed theſe conditions four times, 


and he had always complied ; Your laſt ſtep, when he had done every 


O 


— have the power to oppreſs bim.“ T his was the ſhorteſt way of going to 
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work, and it t 88010 have Foes a favour had you told us as much the firſt 


day we had che honour of waiting upon your Lordſhip after our return 
from che voyage. To deprive 1 us of our due, was only unjuſt; but it was 
| adding the moſt wanton cruelty to delude us with falſe promiſes, and 
1 empty hopes during fifteen months. Seeing that your Lordſhip had at laſt 
a5. thrown off the maſk, nor heſitated to break through verbal promiſes and 
| written agreements, I applied myſelf with great aſfiduity to draw u p for 
=_ 2 publication my own obſervations on the voyage, in order to alleviate if 
5 poſſible, in ſome meaſure, the difficulties to which your arbitrary: proceed- 
1 | EE ings had reduced my father and his. unhappy family. | I ſearcely touched 
N however upon this real cauſe of the publication in-my preface, ſtill hoping 
that by the mediation of ſome candid and honeſt friends, your Lordſhip 
„ 1 might be prevailed upon to do us Juſtice... By dint of unremitted labour, 
= „„ 3 got my account of the voyage into ſuch forwardneſs, as to publiſh 3 it about 
|) f . fix weeks ſooner than Capt. Cook's appeared. 1 mould have compaſſed the 
| | 1 end for which 1 had tailed, , if you had not framed a new contrivance to 
1 : 5 prevent . e 
3 5 a But my Lord, if you ad not chooſe to keep conditions which you or 
| | your plenipotentiaries had granted, and others which you had figned, or if 
you were reſolved not to reward us; was it neceſſary that you ſhould inhu- 
3 maäaanly deſtroy our other means of getting an. honeſt livelihood ? You gave 
| | . + Eo. orders to the publiſhers of Capt. Cook's voyage to ſell that work at the ſame 
5 price as mine, though a work with 63 elegant copper plates engraved by 
the firſt artiſts, inſtead of being ſold for two guineas, would without your 
— Jn 8 interference have been ſold for four guineas, agreeably to the. 
cuſtomary price of ſuck publications. Thus -you enticed | the e purchaſers, to 
1 the Captain s book to mine, for this. plain reaſon, that with it they 2 
received' 6 3 plates i into the bargain. In order that Capt. Cook's profit might 
not be leſſened — yaur. generaſiy to the public, you made him a 
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preſent of the expences of paper and print, over and above the gift of all 
the plates. By thus laviſhing the public money, you were enabled to 


retail the books below prime coſt: like that charitable ſhoe-maker who 


uſed to ſteal the leather, and to give away for nothing the ſhoes which he 
made of it. The contrivance had the defired ſucceſs; and I am a loſer by 


two thirds of what I muſt otherwiſe have earned. 


- There 1s another article, my Lord, in the agreement of the 1 3th of 
April, 1776, which has been arbitrarily infringed, to our prejudice, It 
was exprefily ſtipulated In that agreement, that my father ſhould 
receive the ſheets of Capt. Cook's narrative, as faſt as each was printed off, 
and proofs of the plates as ſoon as any were engraved, for the purpoſe of 
giving him an advantage in point of time, to make tranſlations of the work 
into the French and German languages. Capt. Cook left England long 
before his manuſcript was put to the preſs; and appointed certain agents 
to manage the publication of the work in concert with my father, Theſe 
perſons refuſed to furniſh my father with ſheets and with proot-1mpreflions 
of the plates. He inſtantly applied to your Lordſhip for redreſs ; but you 
were pleaſed to refer him back to the very perſons of whom he complained. 
He hath your letters on the ſubject. 1 believe no man ever heard of a 


more flagrant violation of common equity. Capt. Cook's agents ſeeing 


they were not controuled, perfiſted to refuſe the fulfilling of the agreement, 
and deprived my father of an advantage, which at the very low eſt would 
have been worth to him 1 

My Lord, if you could be prevailed upon not. to perform your engage - 
ments with regard to che publication of the voyage, it is not to be expected 
you would do us juſtice in other reſpects, or provide for us according to 
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promiſe, Let me congratulate your ' Lordſhip on the facility \ with w hich 
you evaded the ſecond condition, which my father had propoſed to the 
Hon, Mr. Barrington before his departure, and which your Lordſhip 
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knows that gentleman agreed to. Full of the idea which he nad communi- 
cated'to us, “ that if we did our duty, during the voyage, we ſhould infullibly 
& Ze rewarded,” my father took an opportunity of tequeſting your Lordſhip 
to declare whether you were ſatisfied with our labours > You condeſcended 
to aſſure him that we had compaſſed the object of our miſſion and behaved 
entirely to the ſatisfaction of your Lordſhip and the board of Admiralty, * 
My father now ventured to hope he ſhould be provided for. You told him 
dryly, he could not expect preferment in the naval line. Cold as this anſwer 
was, he obſerved there were other lines, and hinted that an application from 
your Lordſhip to any other department could not fail of ſucceſs. In reply 
to this he heard, that you had laid it down as a rule never to make ſuch an 
application, and your Lordſhip pronounced this — (how ſhall I call it)? 
without a bluſh, Thus put off a ſecond time, his laſt requeſt was, to be 
5 repreſented to the king by your Lordſhip ASA perſon who had done his duty, 
and merited (nay what was more, had bargained for) men * 

ſupport. This you ſolemnly promiſed to do. 
1 could hardly bring a ſtronger proof that you have not ſpoken in our 
favour to his Majeſty, than barely faying you promiſed to do it. Your 
Lordſhip's promiſes are grown proverbial. But the event hath ſhewn that 
you muft have done the very oppoſite of what you gave us room to expect. 
You muſt have uſed the moſt ſubtle arts to miſrepreſent us in the eyes of 
the King. If you did not calumniate your ſovereign, your own words 
are a proof of what I now advance, when you told Mr. Barrington that 

his Majeſty ordered your Lordſhip to proceed with Capt. Cook's narrative 

only, unleſs my father fubmitted to. your pleaſure. It is impoſſible his 
Majeſty could have given fuch orders, if he had not from your infinuations. 
been een te believe we” we were 8 & of his patronage. And how 
9 8 falſe 
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falſe, how groundleſs ſuch inſinuations muſt have been, I have methinks 
ſufficiently evinced. To you my Lord, Philoſophiſing may ſeem imperti- 
nent, but I cannot forbear making this one remark, that princes are very 
unhappy when the good they wiſh to do, is fo often defeated by the dupli- 
city of ſervants who ſeem to be univerſally agreed upon this dreadful maxim, 
that it is lawful to deceive a King. ; 

There are other evident proofs, that your Lordſhip was bold enough to 
abuſe their Majeſties confidence with regard to my father. I have already. 


- obſerved that we had the honour of preſenting a valuable collection of live 


animals to Her ' Majefly, which was moſt - graciouſly accepted. I have 
obſerved too, that the king permitted us to dedicate to him our work. on 
the plants of the South Sea Iſlands, which we had the honour to preſent at 
the levee in November 177 5. It is a thing unheard of amongſt civilized 
nations, that a ſovereign ſhould receive preſents without returning ſomething; 
more ſubſtantial than thanks for them; and it would have been 1 incompati- 
ble with the dignity and honour of a Queen if the kad received a preſent 
of the value of L. 200 from a poor man, without intending to make him 
ample amends. Fortunately I have now in my hands a letter from a gentle- 
man to whom the Queen did the honour to ſpeak on this ſubje& in ſuch 


terms as do complete juſtice to her character; ſhe was certainly of opinion 


(my friend writes). that my fathers preſents deſerved a retribution, and 
repeatedly expreſſed a deſire of rewarding him. What then could operate 
+ ſtrongly, my Lord, againſt theſe gracious diſpoſitions, as to prevent 
their having taken effect to this moment? It is not to be doubted that you 
have miſrepreſented us to her Majeſty as well as to the King. 

What but your ; influence too, could have ſo far injured us in the King's 5 


opinion, that he refuſed even to ſee the drawings which we had taken care t6- 


provide at a heavy expence to ourſelves? Theſe drawings repreſented 


| abjects of natural wy hitherto unknown, and not unworthy the inſpection 


Fs: 
fs great prince, nor «ati; to occupy a place in his cabinet. The Hon. 


Mr. Barrington had at leaſt judged well of them, when he directed my 
father to employ a kkillful painter to finiſh them with, the utmoſt care, from 


the rough draughts which I had taken during the voyage. I have the 
honour to aſſure your Lordſhip, they were of a very different nature from 


the plates in Dr. Hill's vegetable ſyſtem, yon. it is well known how 
liberally that performance was patronized. , 


1 Pas 75 * 4 5 4 
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Your perſecution my Lord, did not Bop el even Peas you juſtly a _— 


- hended that my father might take the only road open to a poor man, in order ; 


to obtain redreſs. The conſciouſneſs of unjuſt actions naturally implies the 

fear of being diſcovered, and this led you to make your judges. inacceſſible . 
to us. Les, my Lord, we have repeatedly tried to lay our diſtreſſes at the 
foot of the throne ; we have begged for redreſs, nay ſimply for a hearing. 
But we have never been heard; our petitions: have been returned unopened, 
Impoffible ! will every honeſt Briton ſay; impoſlible, chat | the King of a 


| free people, ſhould refuſe to hear the complaints of his ſubjects, and thus 
neglect a duty, the exerciſe of which is the very eſſence and condition of his 


dignity. Impoſſible, he ſhould forget, what on the like occaſion an oppreſſed 
ſubject nobly ventured to tell one of the moſt powerful monarchs! *. But if 
this is impoſſible, on the other hand it muſt be evident that our petitions. have 


never reached the ſovereign. Men who tremble at every. miniſter's. power, 


live upon his ſmiles, and are annihilated by his frowns ; men who dare not 
diſoblige you with a look, much leſs a word or act, would never ſuffer 
plain truth in her chread-bare weeds, to paſs. the facred threſhold, - and 
complain of you. 


All poffible ſteps have been n to cut off our means of 667 "ON 


1 pretend to be a Kin g.“ She was heard, 


ond I may ſafely uſe the term to deſtroy us. We are not only unrewarded, 


| | $1 but 
Plutarch. Apophtheg. Philip of Macedon refuſing to hear a poor woman's | petition, 
tald her, he had no time to attend to her trifling complaints, She replied ; ** then no longer 


- 


— fs ae — — — 


1223) 

but every other hope; ever? proſpect of thriving and ſupporting an humble 
; Exiſtence 1s daſhed to ti ground. In a letter to the Hon. Mr. Barrington, 
your Lordſhip calls my father an impracticable man. In your Lordſhip's 
\circles he is likewiſe honoured with the epithet of guarrelſome, which like 
the former was given becauſe he did not put up with oppreſſions without 
groaning under their weight. This epithet too, has ſpread as rapidly as 


miſchief commonly does. Conſidering the ſlight acquaintance of your 


«Lordſhip with the church, it is ſomewhat remarkable that it was found in 
the mouth of a prelate. A friend who applied for my father in order to 


: obtain a place at the Britiſh Muſeum for him, which he might have had 
fix years ago, was told“ the man was quarrelſome. » I am ſenfible that by 


| implication, the objections which are raiſed againſt my father are 


Wy ' become obſtacles to my own progreſs in life: though Jnr, Tora ae 


am, they cannot hurt me in the ſame proportion. I am in good ſpirits, 


my Lord, Europe is all before me, I work chearfully, and thus no 


doubt 1 ſhall find means to live. ** motto is, 1b. bene ibi patria; and 
_ ahi m 4 "i the en of every poor man, whoſe conception of things 
zs juſt enough, to make him value his life only in proportion to its uſeful- 


neſs, Such an one will be in fact a citizen of the world, though he muſt 


| expect (even i in England) to meet with prejudice and unſeaſonable pride, 
which treat alike the induſtrious ſtranger and the vagabond. My father has 
met with illiberality in this ſhape, though he had perhaps a good excuſe 


for viſiting this country. His anceſtors ſettled i in Pruffia, being depriv ed of 
their poſſeſſions in Yorkſhire by Oliver Cromwell. He returned to England, 


from a natural predilection to it, as a mother country. If he is not yet 


entirely weaned of this prejudice, it it is not your Lordſhip's fault; you have 


5 done your endeavours to make him deteſt this country. 
11 is time to put a period to this long letter, though 1 have in reſerve * 
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all not call up, as I think the 
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dene is atready decifive gil your Lordſhip. It is certain then ths 

in your private tranſactions with obfcure and unknown individuals, you 
—— your public conduet, which laſt I am told 
hath been ſufficiently weighed and found wanting. 1 only add that i in both 
- caſes the evil hath probably originated from one and the ſame cauſe, It is 
true, I think I could clear your Lordſhip of every charge which is brought 
" againſt you; but to effect that, perhaps a little jeſuitical mental reſervation 
would be indiſpenſibly neceſſary. Four Lordſhip's cruelty towards 
us is unaccountable, unleſs I have bit * * true motive, by attri- 
CT NIE! ra 3107 Watte 

It what the world reports of your Lordſhip, be con 
demands upon you are trifling in compariſon to thoſe of the. public, and 


ought to be anſwered, / becauſe your agent had promiſed much more. I 
mall leave to your own determination to fix the amount of our annual 
proviſion; but with regard to my father's profits of the publication, , they 


are as follows. Had his work been printed with Capt. Cook's, the whole 


together would have formed three volumes in Quarto, which according to 


the common price of books of prints, muſt have been fold at fix guineas, 
but I will only put them down at three, conformably | to the price of Capt. 
Cook's account of the voyage, which was fixed fo low' by your Lordſhip, 


in order to injure the ſale of mine. Three thouſand copies have been ſold 
of Capt. Cook's work, and as many would have been fold of the Joint 
publication. The nett produce of this laſt, after deducting certain expences, 


would have been at the very loweſt, fix thouſand pounds. half of this 


| ſum is my father's due, by the written agreement of the 1 40 of April, 1776. 
If he had been furniſhed as it was ſtipulated in the agreement, with 
proof-ſheets and proof - impreſſions of the plates, he would have cleared 


1 500 by the French tranſlation, and 


— —Ü— e eee 


s much wy the Gertnan. : He 


therefore demands L. 4000 upon the firength of an ” © be by 2 


„„ | your 
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your Lordſhip, YEP, Noe j 
conditions agreed to, BY pan 3 ng ki. Barron eee gf pay 


my Lord, that if, there e 1s 1 t ing like equity in the world, you cannot 
xefuſe to pay . fache cr fe, thouſand pounds, which will not yet make him 
amends for what he has, ſuffered » whillt 1 it hath been unjuftly withheld. - F or 
the preſent I muſt entirely! leave i it to your love 5e O of juſtice, whether you will 
pay, or not pay my ko 2 5 But do not, my Lord, perſevere in oppreſſive 

acts, for no other reaſon, but becauſe there i is not no power to controul you, 
Should this laſt adgreſs t to your Lordſhip, i in favour of an injured. man, 


prove unſucceſsful, which yet T I would hope will not be the caſe, you ſhall 
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sel fect er which, che 


never hear from us again, unleſs a longer arm than ours be ſtretched out in 


our favour. | -Calumny, falſhood, and the feurrility which may once move 
be employed. againſt us, ſhall never provoke us to think and write of you. 


again; and as to actual oppreffion, I think we may almoſt Wy” its n 


- fince you have taken all we had: HE 


2 505 


Cantat vacuus coram ore diator. eee e 


Having with the moſt ſcrupulous conſcience laid a true ſtate of the caſe 


before the public, there remains in our hearts one ſpecies of tranquility 


and comfort, perhaps unknown to your Lordſbip, but powerful enough to 


diffuſe chearfulneſs and confidence, when every other ray of hope \ is fed, 
1 have the honour to be e 


c it ic 1M Lord, 

105 5 Vour Lordſhip! 5 hs £2 | g 
Percy Street, 85 5 4 emos obedient | 1 
May 20th, — 4 2 77 and moſt humble Servant, OY 
Op. GEORGE FORSTER. 
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I the preceding pages I have related in what manner it has pleaſed the Earl of 
Sandwich to deal with my father; and I have hinted at the only circumſtance which 
could in any wiſe have drawn upon us his Lordſhip's diſpleaſure, viz. 
of a perſon, whoſe influence over him is generally acknowledged to be v 

Ir his Lordſhip had not this motive to perſecute us, 


the inſtigations 
ery conſiderable. 
he had none at all, except he 


took delight in exerciſing his cruelty upon harmleſs people. However I may heſitate 
we are feelingly convinced 


which of theſe two Cauſes was the real ſpring of his actions, 
of the reality of the Efes. | 
I $HALL now ſubjoin verbatim the agreement drawn up the 13th of April, 1776, 


together with two depoſitions relative to the moſt material circumſtances of our appoint- 
ment to the voyage round the world. | | | | 


IAM very far from thinking, that the facts, of which I have reminded his Lordſhip, 


need any other voucher than the veracity of honeſt men; but we have been adviſed to 
ratify them with a ſolemn oath, in order to give them judicial weight. Wholly unac- 
quainted with the forms of law, we have in this inſtance reſigned ourſelves to the gui- 
dance of our friends, who reflecting upon the mean and indirect proceedings which have 
hitherto been put in practice rh, | us, have imagined, that in order to compleat our 
diſtreſs, our opponents might probably nat ſcruple to deſcend to falſhoods, 2 


1 No. I. 
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In the Kixc's BENCH. 


BR, ORGE FORST E R, of Percy-ſtreet, in the pariſh of Saint Pancras, in the 
county of Middleſex, Gentleman, maketh oath, and faith, that he this Deponent, 
together with John Reinold Forſter (this Deponent's father) being engaged as natu- 
raliſts to go on a voyage to the South Seas and round the world in the ſervice of the 


_ Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, in order to collect, ſtudy, and 


examine, ſuch objects of Natural Hiſtory as might preſent themſelves or occur during 


| ſuch voyage, did, purſuant to ſuch engagement, embark on the Eleventh day of July, 
One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-two, on board his Majeſty's floop called the 
Reſolution, fitted out for the ſaid voyage, and then lying at Plymouth Sound, and did 
proceed on and perform the ſaid voyage to the South Seas, and round the world, and 
return and arrive from the ſaid voyage at Spithead, on the thirty-firſt day of July, One 
thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-ſive. And this Deponent further faith, that he 


this Deponent and his Father undertook and performed ſuch voyage at the requeſt and 


on the engagement of the Honourable Daines Barrington, who tre ted with this Depo- 


nent's ſaid Father in the names and on the behalf of the Honourable the Lords Commiſ- . 
ſtoners of the Admiralty ; and that the ſtipulations, terms, and conditions, on which this 
Deponent and his ſaid Father were to make the ſaid voyage were, as this Deponent be- 


lieves, ſettled and agreed upon ſolely between the f:id Daines Barrington and this Depo- 


nent's ſaid Father, without this Deponent or any other perlon, to this Deponemt's belief, 
being preſent. And that neither this Deponent or his ſaid Father, to this Deponent's 
knowledge or belief, did in any manner agree or trezt with the Right Honourable the 
Earl of Sandwich, or any other perſon whatſoever (except the ſaid Daines Barringt. ) 
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reſpecting the terms of their appointments or going the ſaid voyage; but performed the 
aid voyages ſolely in conſequence of the engagement and aſſurances of the ſaid Daines 
Barrington, and in the firmeſt reliance. and dependance on being paid the ſum of Four 
thouſand pounds, and having ſuch other emolument and provifion on their return as 
was mentioned and ſtipulated by and between this Deponent's faid Father and the ſaid 
Daines Barrington. And this Deponent further faith, that neither he this Deponent 
nor his ſaid Father, or any other perſon on their account, to the knowledge or belief 
of this Deponent, have or hath received any more or greater part of the ſaid ſum of 
Four thouſand pounds than the ſum of Three thouſand Eight hundred and Fifteen 


.pounds, or thereabouts. . GEORGE FORSTER 
: Sworn in Court, bs: Be, ti 5 en 
26th May, 1778. By the Court. 15 | 


In the Kino's Bencn. 


TOHN REINOLD FORST E R, of Percy-ſtreet, in the pariſh of Saint Pan- 
cras, in the county of Middleſex, Doctor of Laws, maketh oath, and faith, that in or 
about the month of May, One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-two, the Honour- 
able Daines Barrington, of the Temple, in the name and on the behalf of the Honour- 

able the Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, propoſed and offered to this Deponent 
to engage this Deponent and his Son George F orſter to go a voyage to the South Seas, 

and round the world, in the ſervice of the ſaid Lords Commiſſioners, in order to collect, 
ſtudy, and examine ſuch objects of Natural Hiſtory as fhould preſent themſelves or 
occur during ſuch voyage; and this Deponent, after taking into conſideration ſuch pro- 
poſal, did, on the firſt day of June One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-two, call 
at the chambers of the ſaid Daines Barrington in the Temple aforeſaid, to treat with 

him on the terms and conditions on which he was to make ſuch voyage; when the 

ſaid Daines Barrington promiſed and undertook, that in caſe this Deponent and his Son 
| ſhould undertake the ſaid voyage, and ſhould embark on board his Majeſty's ſloop, 

called the Reſolution, commanded by Captain James Cook (which was then fitted out 
for a voyage on Diſcovery) that this Deponent ſhould be paid the ſum of Four thou- 

ſand pounds, granted by an Act of Parliament paſſed in the Twelfth year of his preſent 

| Majeſty's reign for making diſcoveries in the South; which ſum this Deponent not 
thinking a ſufficient or adequate ſatisfaction for the hazard and danger which he and 

his ſaid Son ſhould run or might be expoſed to during the voyage; he this Deponent 
then told the faid Daines Barrington he could not conſent to go for the ſaid Four 
thouſand pounds only, but propoſed to him, that, beſides the ſaid Four thouſand pounds, 
the ſaid Lords Commiſſioners ſhould engage this Deponent, after his return, to write 
. | the Hiſtory or Account of the ſaid Voyage, and its occurrences, and permit this Depo- 
I b ment e have ahd enjoy all The profits of the publication thereof, together with ſuch 
3 Id think proper to annex thereto; and that ſome place of 


other advantages as they ſho — 

profit, annual penſion, or other proper and ſufficient maintenance ſhould be granted to 
and ſettied upon this Deponent on his return from the ſaid voyage, in order to enable 
him to ſapport his large family; and that thoſe terms and conditions ſhould be ſecured 
and ratified by the ſaid Lords Commiſſioners (in whoſe name and behalf the ſaid Daines 
Barrington was then treating with this Deponent as aforeſaid) by ſome writing to be 
ſubſcribed by _ and that thereupon this Deponent and his ſaid Son would go. and 
nana perform 


— 


4.4 * 
perform the faid voyage : In anſwer to which ſaid propoſal of this Deponent, he the 
aid Daines Barrington aſſured this Deponent, that the object which the ſaid Commit. 
_ Honers had-chiefly in view by ſending this Deponent on the ſaid voyage, was that he 
might be an eye-witnels of, and thereby the better enabled as a man of letters, to de- 
ſeribe and publiſh the Voyage and occurrences; for that the ſaid Captain James Cook 
having before declared his inability to write an account of his circumnavigation in his 
Majeſty's bark Endeavour, and entirely given up all thoughts of becoming an author 
and the Gentlemen who failed with him on that voyage having declined ſuch an under. 
taking, Doctor Hawkeſworth had been engaged, not by choice, but of neceſlity, to com- 
pile an account of that voyage from their Journals; and that therefore an application 
to the Admiralty Board to ratify the terms propoſed by this Deponent for engaging him- 
ſelf to write the account of the ſaid voyage, was not only unneceſſary, but ſuperfluous, 
as it would only be defiring them to do what they the ſaid Lords Commiſſioners mani- 
feſted their intention of doing, by the "my act of ſending this Deponent on the ſaid ? 
voyage; and the ſaid Honourable Daines Barrington added, that this Deponent might 
be well aſſured he would be employed to write the Hiſtory of the Voyage, and enjoy the 
profit and emolument thereof. And as to the place, penſion, or proviſion for mainte- 
nance, which this Deponent deſired to have engaged or ſecured for him, he the faid 
Daines Barrington told this Deponent, he need not be under the leaſt doubt but that 
be and his family would be provided for on his return from the voyage, as the ſaid 
Daines Barrington was well convinced that this Deponent would behave himſelf to the 
ſatisſaction of the Right Honourable the Earl of Sandwich, and the other the Lords 
Commiſſioners of the Admiralty ; and the ſaid Daines Barrington alſo aſſured this De- 
ponent, that whenever a perſon engaged by or employed in the ſervice of the Britiſh Go- 
vernment had done his duty, it was a ſettled rule never departed from, to provide for him 
either by a penſion, or place of emolument; and that therefore it would be unneceſſary 
and premature to make application then for a proviſion, which he this Deponent could 
not Ei to receive at his return. And this Deponent further faith, that from ſuch the 
_ repreſentations and aſſurances of the ſaid Daines Barrington, and in the firmeſt reliance 
and confidence of the truth thereof, he this Deponent was induced to believe, that the 
terms aforeſaid would be ratified and performed on his return from the ſaid voyage; 
that is to ſay, that this Deponent would then receive the ſum of Four thouſand pounds 
in caſh, and be employed to write the Hiſtory of the ſaid Voyage, and enjoy the profit 
and emolument thereof, together with a penſion or proviſion for the future ſupport of 
this Deponent and his family; and therefore this Deponent and his ſaid Son George 
Forſter, did conſent to go; and accordingly on the Eleventh day of July One thouſand 
ſeven hundred and ſeventy-two, did embark on board the faid ſloop Reſolution, then 
lying at Plymouth Sound, and proceed on and perform the ſa; d voyage to the South 
Seas, and round the world, and return and arrive from the ſaid voyage at Spithead 
on the thirty-firſt day of July, One thouſand Seven hundred and Seventy-five. And 
this Deponent further ſaith, that he this Deponent and his ſaid Son George Forſter - 
undertook and performed the ſaid voyage in conſideration of, and entire dependence on, 
being paid the ſaid ſum of Four thouſand: pounds, and having ſuch emolument, reward, | 
and proviſion as before mentioned, granted, ſettled and allowed them at their return, and cy = 1 
from no other motive, view, or conſideration whatever; and that he this Deponent, inn 
expectation thereof, did ſoon after his return from the ſaid voyage, wait upon and apply 
to the Right Honourable the Earl of Sandwich, to know if his this Deponent's conduct VV ; 
and behaviour during the ſaid voyage was ſatisfacto ry or approved of; when the faid þ 
Earl of Sandwich told this Deponent, that he (this Deponent) had behaved intirely to 4 
the ſatisfaction of him (the ſaid Earl) and the other Lords Commiſſioners of the + EY | 
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I ralty, and that they were unanimouſiy of opinion, that this Deponent had done his 
| duty during the ſaid voyage ; from which approbation and anſwer of the ſaid Earl this 
Deponent was in full hope and expectation that he ſhould be engaged to write the: 
| account of his ſaid voyage, and that ſome proviſion. would be made for him and his 
= | Ng family, according to the ſtipulations between him and the ſaid Daines Barrington; but 
| ! on bis application to the faid Earl of Sandwich for that purpoſe, his Lordſhip told this 
f 5 Deponent, that he this Deponent could not ex preferment in the naval line; upon 
1 | 5 which this Deponent obſerved, that his Lordſhip could make application for this De- 


x nent in any other department under government; but the ſaid Earl then telling this: 
|. Betis that he made it a rule never to make ſuch applications, this Deponent then- 
| | - 1 intreated, that he might be repreſented to his Majeſty by the ſaid Earl of Sandwich as: 
5 | a; a perſon who had done his duty, and deſerved encouragement and ſupport ; and the. 
j | 


| faid Earl ſolemnly promiſed to make ſuch repreſentation to his Majeſty in behalf of this- 
Deponent. And this Deponent further faith, that he this Deponent hath received about 
the ſum of three thouſand eight hundred and Fifteen pounds ſterling, part of the ſaid 


Aa | ſum of Four thouſand pounds promiſed to him by the ſaid Honourable Daines Bar- 
1 5 rington LL the names and on the behalf of the Lords Commiſſioners of the. Admiralty; 
* i | zs aforeſaid) and no more; nor hath this Deponent's ſaid Son, or any other perſon on 


| their account, to the knowledge and belief of this Deponent, received any more or 
. bther part of the ſaid ſum of four thouſand pounds; and that the other ſtipulations 
i} adgreed on and promiſed to this Deponent by the ſaid Daines Barrington have never 
been fulfilled, this Deponent having been excluded from the ſaid employment of writing 
the Hiſtory of the ſaid Voyage, and the profits and emoluments ariſing thereof, and 
having never received any place, penſion, or other maintenance or proviſion whatſoever, 
for himſelf and family. And this Deponeat further faith, that he this Deponent did not 
(nor did his ſaid Son George Forſter, to this Deponent's knowledge or belief) ever in 
any manner agree or treat with the Right Honourable the Earl of Sandwich, or any 
other perſon whatſoever (except the ſaid Daines Barrington) reſpeRing the terms of 
their appointment to or going the ſaid Voyage, „%% ᷑ 


JOHN REIN OLD FORSTER. 


Sworn in Court, 
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Ai a meeting at the Earl of Sandwich's at the Admiralty on the 13th 
Nei, —_—_—_—_ ooo nt 
tat Toe: ee Preſent, 
Earl of Sandwich, 
Captain Cook, 
Doctor Forſter, 
Mr. Stephens. 


IT was agreed by Captain Cook and Doctor Forſter, with the approbation of 

„ VVV Lord Sandwich, 1 | | 
THAT Captain Cook's Journal, containing a Narrative of his late Voyage, with 
A” his nautical Obſervations, and alſo his Remarks upon the Cuſtoms and Manners 


of the natives of the Iſlands he touched at in the courſe of the Voyage, be the firſt 
Volume of the Work intended to be publiſhed, Þ_ | e 


Tur Doctor Forſter's Obſervations upon Natural Hiſtory, and upon the Manners, 
Cuſtoms, Genius, and Language of the natives of the ſeveral Iſlands, with his philoſo- 
phical remarks in the courſe of the voyage, and a general introduction to his own work, 
be the ſecond Volume. | | 5 | | | 


Tur the type and mode of printing and paper be ſimilar to thoſe of Doctor Hawke. 
worth's Collection of Voyages, and that Doctor Forſter have it in charge to ſee that it 
be properly executed. | 7 „ 3 


Trar Doctor Forſter have the correcting of the preſs of his own part of the work, 
and that the correcting the preſs of Captain Cook's part thereof be left to ſuch perſons 
as the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty ſhall approve of. And that the perſon or perſons em- 
ployed to print the work be alſo firſt approved of by his Lordſhip. - 


THAT Captain Cook and Doctor Forſter do aid and aſſiſt each other, in whatever may 
contribute to render the work compleat. That the expence of paper and printing, as 7 
well of the Letter-preſs as plates, be borne by them equally, and that the neat profits of | | 
the work be divided in equal portions between them, TE, ; 


Tux they do continue to employ proper perſons to engrave plates to illuſtrate and 
_._ adorn the work, viz. Captain Cook thoſe of Maps, Charts, and Surveys, and Doctor 


Forſter thoſe of Natural Hiſtory, Utenſils, Implements of War, &c. of the natives of . 1717. 

the ſeveral Iſlands.— The expence of which, Lord Sandwich was pleaſed to declare, will 

be defrayed by the Board of Admiralty, who reſerve to themſelves the diſtribution of the 

ſaid plates, as well as of thoſe which are to be engraved under the inſpection of Mr. 

| Hodges, in ſuch portions as they ſhall judge proper to allot to each Volume; the plates 

to be afterwards the property of Captain Cook, and Doctor Forſter, | 
5 . e Twas 


Col ̃ — — 
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Tr Doctor Forſter be furniſhed with proof - ſheets of Captain Cook's part of the 


work, as ſoon after they have been corrected as conveniently may be, to enable him ta 
go on with a tranſlation of the whole work into the French and German Languages. 


1 Tua r Doctor Forſter be alſo furniſhed in a reafonable time with a proof of each of the 
it ; lates Wers. en din order * have ee RO from them for the tran=. 
it ation before-mentioned. kane WY 
| . Bur that neither the MF nor thd bows "th" Ie of the ſaid work, be publiſhed 
=  - i in leſs than three months after the . original, 
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